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habitation one of the dreariest abodes imaginable. This rim is 
sometimes higher, at others lower, according to the direction and 
strength of the wind. Since the establishment of the light, the 
hills have risen about 20 feet in height (measuring from the 
platform) and have proceeded into the Desart about 350 yards, 
from a spot pointed out to me by the keeper. I stepped the 
distance as well as I could, while at every step I sunk up to my 
ankles into the sand. The height of the hill at the swamp, is 
between 70 and 80 feet perpendicularly. It is higher nearer the 
sea, the inner edges being rounded off, and I think at its highest 
point, it cannot be less than 100 feet above high water mark. 
If the hills advance at an equal ratio for 20 or 30 years more, 
they will swallow up the whole swamp, and render the coast a 
desert indeed, for not a blade of grass finds nutriment upon the 
sand. 

Should this event take place, and some future philosopher 
attend the digging of a well in the high sandy country, on the 
coast of Virginia, his curiosity would be excited by fossil wood, 
100 feet below the surface. He would there discover a bed of 
vegetable and animal exuviae, and going home, he might erect 
upon very plausible ground a very good-looking hypothesis of a 
deluge, sweeping the whole upper country of its sand, and de- 
positing it along the line of its conflict with the waves of the 
ocean. B. Henry Latrobe. 

To Samuel Harrison, Esq., 

One of the Secretaries of the American 
Philosophical Society. 

P. S. — The annexed drawing is a section of the Cape, in a 
direction 1ST. E. and S. W. The scale is of course unequal, but 
the effect is true. 



BUKWELL EECOBDS. 

From Abingdon Parish Register. 

Eliz. y e Daughter of Maj r Lewis & Abigail Burwell baptiz'd 
June (day gone . . . 1677?). 
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Nath 1 the son of Major Lewis & Abigail Burwell baptiz'd 
October 14, 1680. 

Lewis the son of Maj r Lewis & Abigail Burwell born October 
y e 9th and baptiz d November y e 8th. 1682. 

Lucy the daughter of Major Lewis & Abigail Burwell was 
born November y e 21st. and baptiz'd December y e 5th., 1683. 

Martha the daughter of Maj 1 ' Ijewis & Abigail Burwell bap- 
tiz'd Nov r 16th. 1685. 

Bacon the Son of Maj r Lewis & Abigail Burwell was born Feb. 
22 nd baptiz'd March 10th. 1686. 

Jane the daughter of Maj r Lewis & Abigail Burwell baptiz'd 
Nov. r 16th. 1688. 

James the Son of Maj r Lewis Burwell & Abigail his wife was 
born Feb. y e 4th. and baptiz'd March y e 2d. 1689. 

Lucy the daughter of Major Burwell was born April y e 21st. 
baptized May y e 20th. 1715. 

Carter the Son of Nath 1 Burwell Esq r & Eliza his wife born 
8 ber 25th. baptiz'd Nov r y e 4th. 1716. 

Eliz the daughter of Nath 1 Burwell Esq r baptiz'd January y e 
22 d , 1718. 

Bobert the son of Major Nathaniel Burwell and Elizabeth his 
wife was born June y e 3 rd . and baptized y e 29th day of the same 
month, 1720. 

M r W m Nelson of York Towne & Mrs. Eliz Burwell were 
married February y e 2 d . 1737. 

Anne Dau of Lewis & Eliz Burwell borne July 19, 1741. 

Bebecca Dau of Lewis & Mary Burwell borne May 20, 1746. 

Mary wife of Lewis Burwell Esq r . Dyed May 22. 1746. 

From Bruton Parish Register. 

Was born September the 26 Lewis Son of Armistead Burwell 
& Christian his wife 1745. 

Was born Nov r 30 John son of Armistead Burwell and Chris- 
tian his wife & in the year of our Lord 1746. 
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From Christ Church Parish Register. 

Carter Burwell & Lucy Grymes married Jan7 y e 5th. 173%. 

Jane Daughter of Nathaniel & Mary Burwell was born Sep- 
tember the 7th. 1768 & baptized January y e 15th. 1769. 

Philip Nelson & Sarah Nelson Burwell married June 27th. 
1789. 

Nathaniel Burwell & Susanna Grymes married Nov r 28th. 
1772. 

From the Records of Mecklenburg Co. 

Will of Thacker Burwell. Dated Sept. 28, 1780; proved Dec. 
11, 1780. Names wife Mary, daughter Elizabeth, son William, 
son Edwin under age, my two brothers Lewis and Nathaniel Bur- 
well, nephew John Page. Names wife, father, and worthy friend 
Lewis Burwell of Mecklenburg as exors. His Inventory enume- 
rates one chariot with harness for four horses, 2 ox carts and 
chains, one wagon with gear, 22 horses, 135 cattle, 160 sheep and 
lambs, 12,7 hogs &c. 

Will of Lewis Burwell. Dated Aug. 2, 1784, proved Dec. 13, 
1784. Names dau. Elizabeth Page, son Nathaniel and grandson 
Edwin and William A. Burwell, sons of my son Thacker Bur- 
well. Makes his sons Lewis and Nathaniel Burwell, Mr. John 
Page, of Caroline Co. and Lewis Burwell, of Mecklenburg Co. 
exors. A codicil says % of the money remaining after paying 
my debts given to my son Thacker's two sons shall go to their 
mother Mary. 



VALUE OF FAMILY EECORDS. 

- {Communicated). 

There is a tendency on the part of many old families to with- 
hold from public print Bible records, old wills, &c, for various 
reasons. Delicate sentiment naturally opposes the parade of 
such matters as being too sacred and private for public view. 

But fire and war and vandalism have played havoc with pri- 
vate and sacred things in Virginia, and those who have been for- 



